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Companies used more than 15,600
trees in the past six months to pro-
vide listing prospectuses for inves-
tors, a green group’s study has
found.

A total of 919 tonnes of paper,
amounting to 15,627 trees, was used
between April and September to
print prospectuses amid a spate of
initial public offerings.

Green Sense, which released its
study yesterday, said many inves-
tors did not read the prospectuses,
which were dumped.

The group collected the listing
prospectuses of 15 companies and
found they had an average of 616
pages and weighed about 1.36kg.
The thickest weighed 2.2kg.

Ten companies printed Chinese
and English-language versions sep-
arately, while five combined both
versions in one volume.

If stacked up, they would be
higher than the 8,848-metre Mount
Everest, the world’s highest peak.

The group said the findings were
based on the assumption that each
company would publish 5,000 pro-
spectus for an initial public offering.
But it noted that in some cases, like
the recent offering from China Mer-
chants Bank, about 250,000 copies
were printed.

Green Sense urged companies
to use recycled paper to print listing
prospectuses. It also suggested the
stock exchange charge a levy on
newly listed companies and use the
money to plant trees.

IPOs eat up 15,600 trees
Ng Kang-chung

Stronger economic ties with Hunan
would bring new opportunities to
the business sector and profession-
als in Hong Kong, Chief Executive
Donald Tsang Yam-kuen said yes-
terday.

Mr Tsang, who arrived in Chang-
sha yesterday, is leading a 100-
member delegation of Hong Kong
business leaders to the province for
a three-day trip. 

Speaking at a dinner with
Hunan provincial leaders,
Mr Tsang said the visit was
to explore the possibilities
of professionals in Hong
Kong using their expertise in
Hunan, which would in turn
be beneficial to the develop-
ment of the province.

“This is to provide the
chance for businesses in
Hunan to have a better un-
derstanding of the expertise
in Hong Kong,” he said,
adding that he could see the
rapid economic growth in
Hunan in the next few years
so he hoped Hong Kong
professionals and business-
es could be ahead of others
to grasp this opportunity.

“I am sure the stronger
co-operation would mean
we could use each other’s
advantage that one plus one
is more than two.”

Hunan provincial party
secretary Zhang Chunxian

, who met Mr Tsang
and the delegation yester-
day, said he looked forward
to seeing more Hunan
enterprises listed on the
Hong Kong stock market. 

“I hope they can use
Hong Kong’s status as a
financial centre,” he said.

China’s top zinc produc-
er, Hunan Nonferrous Met-

als, has been listed in Hong Kong
since March and has been popular
in the market.

The Hong Kong delegation in-
cludes the chairman of the Hong
Kong Association of Banks and
HSBC executive director Peter
Wong Tung-shun, National Peo-
ple’s Congress delegate Allen Lee
Peng-fei and legislators Vincent
Fang Kang and Patrick Lau Sau-
shing. 

More than 4,900 companies in
Hong Kong had set up businesses in
Hunan by the end of last year. Hong
Kong is also the number one export
destination for Hunan.

Mr Tsang and the delegation are
expected to be received by Vice-
Premier Wu Yi today. 

Delegate Paul Chan Mo-po,
president of the Hong Kong Insti-
tute of Certified Public Accoun-
tants, said he aimed to see whether

Hunan would have oppor-
tunities for Hong Kong ac-
countants.

The delegation visited
the Yuelu Academy in
Changsha in hot weather
shortly after arriving. The
academy was established
in the Song dynasty almost
1,000 years ago. 

Mao Zedong 
used to study there after it
was named Hunan Univer-
sity. 

A list of the academy’s
regulations and a set of
coins issued specially for
the academy by the Bank of
China were presented to
Mr Tsang as gifts.

In return, Mr Tsang
wrote eight Chinese words
in an inscription to the
academy which read
“grooming pragmatic and
all-rounded talents; long-
standing and enlightening
influence of education for a
long time”. He said he
wrote these words because
he liked to be pragmatic
and hoped to be able to
have all-rounded talents.

But he was tight-lipped
when asked about former
chief secretary Anson Chan
Fang On-sang’s announce-
ment on Saturday that she
would not run for his post
in 2007. 

Tsang explores
chance to bolster
ties with Hunan
Chief executive heads 100-strong delegation to the province

Winnie Yeung in Changsha

Donald Tsang writes down his inscription, watched by
his wife Selina, behind, at Yuelu Academy in
Changsha yesterday. Photo: Winnie Yeung

A two-day conference on fung shui
will aim to make the ancient prac-
tice more scientific and less mysti-
cal, organiser Albert So Ting-pat
said. 

The International Conference of
Scientific Fung Shui and the Build
Environment on October 5 and 6 at
City University will be conducted in
English and feature engineers and
architects from across the globe.

Fung shui, which translates as
“wind and water”, is the ancient

Chinese practice of placement and
arrangement of space to achieve
harmony with the environment.

Professor So, of City University’s
department of building and con-
struction, said that the traditional
books on fung shui were difficult to
understand, which has made it eas-
ier for traditional masters to shroud
the practice in superstition to make
vast sums of money. 

“We don’t even know if the fung
shui masters understand what is
going on,” he said.

“Many in Hong Kong, Macau

and the mainland try to keep it all
‘top secret’. They recite directly
from the books and get away with-
out being challenged by the lay-
men. If you are able to translate the
books into English that implies that
you fully know what you are talking
about.”

Professor So is the founding
chairman of the Asian Institute of
Intelligent Buildings which is or-
ganising the conference with the
Building Services and Maintenance
Executives Society and the City Uni-
versity’s department of building
and construction.

The conference will take a scien-
tific look at fung shui and bypass
“the fortune telling” normally asso-

ciated with the practice, Professor
So said. “The roads are the rivers
and the buildings are the moun-
tains today,” he said. 

“If you are facing north and you
have a big building in front of you,
then a cold wind cannot get to your
building. If there is no building to
the south, then in summer you will
feel cool. We will look at fung shui
from this point of view.”

The 15 speakers will come from
Hong Kong, Europe, Southeast Asia
and the US. None will come from
the mainland. Professor So said Bei-
jing did not regard fung shui as an
academic practice. 

“Overseas, many architects and
professors have developed interests
in Chinese studies like acupunc-
ture, so there have been serious
studies about fung shui,” he said.

Fung shui as science vs superstition
Forum to take an erudite look at harmony and environment

Barclay Crawford

A PLA soldier shows Tan Fang, a Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology student,
an assault rifle during a fete at San Wai
Barracks in Fanling yesterday.

More than 220 students and the heads from
10 tertiary institutions joined the activities.

Chinese University of Hong Kong student

Hong Kong, said he had learned that protecting
the country was not easy. 

“It was so heavy when I picked up a weapon.
However, if given the chance, I would like to
join the PLA as it is such a great mission to
protect the country.”
Photo: Edward Wong

Jenny Siu, who wants to be a diplomat, said she
was amazed by the discipline of the PLA.

“The life inside the barracks was so
different from the outside world. It was just
like a closed system that is so mysterious,” she
said.

Martin Cheng Kai-yin, from the University of

Show of arms

China is aiming to triple its trade
with Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries in three years, while using Ma-
cau as a bridge to former Portu-
guese colonies. 

State councillor Hua Jianmin
said China would try to ex-

pand its trade with the Portuguese-
speaking world to US$100 billion
from US$23 billion last year and
US$33 billion in the
first eight months of
this year.

He also emphasised
Macau’s role as a plat-
form in economic co-
operation between
China and Portuguese-
speaking countries. 

Mr Hua was speak-
ing yesterday in Macau
while attending the
second ministerial con-
ference of the Forum
for Economic and Trade Co-opera-
tion between China and Portu-
guese-speaking countries. The two-
day conference ends today. 

“We should increase investment
in the areas of logistics, agriculture,
natural resources and infrastruc-
ture [in Portuguese-speaking na-
tions], trying to reach a trade vol-
ume of US$45 to US$50 billion for
the year of 2006 and further doub-
ling the amount by 2009,” he said.

The conference is being attend-
ed by ministers and trade officials
from seven Portuguese-speaking
nations: Brazil, Portugal, Angola,
Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Cape
Verde and East Timor. Sao Tome
and Principe, which has diplomatic
ties with Taiwan, is the only Portu-
guese-speaking state not present. 

Brazil is China’s largest Portu-
guese-speaking trade partner, with
bilateral trade of US$12.2 billion last

year, well up from
US$2.3 billion in 2001. 

Portugal has trade
worth about ¤1 billion
(HK$9.95 billion) a year
with China. 

Minister of Com-
merce Bo Xilai 
said China would foster
stronger ties with Por-
tuguese-speaking
countries in the agricul-
ture, fisheries and infra-
structure sectors. 

“The economic crops of some of
these nations are quite competi-
tive,” he said. “China is also a large
agricultural country.” 

Mr Hua said China would also
encourage investment in Portu-
guese-speaking countries in
finance, tourism and science.

He promised a total of 800 mil-
lion yuan in loans to Portuguese-
speaking countries in the next three
years.

China to boost trade
with Portuguese bloc
Fox Yi Hu in Macau

Hua Jianmin
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Japan’s newly arrived top envoy in Hong Kong, Shigekazu Sato, lost
no time getting first-hand information about Beijing’s latest thoughts
on foreign relations. On Friday, less than two weeks after taking up
his post, he emerged from the audience at a Chinese University
conference to pose a question to Foreign Ministry head Lu Xinhua

after Mr Lu made a speech. Mr Sato asked Mr Lu what
Beijing would and could do to break the impasse over the nuclear
crisis on the Korean peninsula. Not surprisingly, Mr Sato did not
learn a lot from the seasoned diplomat. But he was seemingly
flattered by the warm applause when he introduced himself and
delivered his question in fluent Putonghua.

Tang needs thick skin for ‘suicide tax’ 
Henry Tang Ying-yen has shown himself to be thick-skinned in the
face of public criticism of the planned goods and services tax. The
financial secretary maintains that the tax will be good for Hong Kong
and people had better get used to the idea. But is his skin thick
enough to withstand attacks from within the government where,
we’re told, colleagues are dubbing it the “government suicide tax”?

Politics, mahjong no mix for Anson Chan
The conspiratorial talk about the “handbag gang” led by Anson Chan
Fang On-sang should have been laid to rest by the announcement of
membership of her core group on political issues. The only joining
member of the handbag gang – which meets regularly to dine and
play mahjong – is former head of the Independent Commission
Against Corruption, Lily Yam Kwan Pui-ying. A well-placed source,
identifying herself as a fan of handbags, revealed Mrs Chan is keeping
politics out of the mahjong-table talk to spare her former civil service
colleagues from being dragged into the complex issues surrounding
herself and the chief executive. 

Will bow tie tackle pocket square?
Meanwhile, pundits are struggling to inject interest into the possible
race between Donald Tsang Yam-kuen and Civic Party stalwart Alan

Leong Kah-kit – which one Chinese-
language newspaper columnist has
dubbed “Mr Boring versus Mr Boring”.
With the “bow tie” vs “handbag”
contest over before it began, some are
wondering whether it will now be a
race between the bow tie and the
pocket square, a reference to Mr
Leong’s penchant for pocket
handkerchiefs. Or could it be a contest
between two Wah Yan boys? Mr Tsang
was educated at Hong Kong Wah Yan
College and Mr Leong at Kowloon Wah
Yan College. Cynics may call it a race
between one who is too “square” and
another who is “bowing” to Beijing.

Alan Leong is tipped as a
contender for the top job. 

POLITICAL

Japanese envoy scores points for
diplomacy with Putonghua poser

Political Animal appears every Tuesday and Thursday.
Be our eyes and ears: e-mail politicalanimal@scmp.com with tips

Vice-Premier Wu Yi has des-
cribed the chances of former Hong
Kong health director Margaret
Chan Fung Fu-chun securing the
World Health Organisation’s top
job as tight in the face of strong con-
tenders. 

But despite her reservations, Ms
Wu still has every confidence in Dr
Chan and yesterday said the central
government would do all it could to
help her WHO campaign. 

Ms Wu showed her support for
Dr Chan, who is WHO assistant
director-general, communicable
diseases, when she met Chief Exec-

utive Donald Tsang Yam-kuen and
a 100-member Hong Kong delega-
tion in Changsha yesterday.

“The central government and its
leaders would support Margaret in
all ways and we would use all meth-
ods to campaign for her,” Ms Wu
said, adding that the State Council
had set up a special taskforce to
help Dr Chan’s campaign. 

“We are supporting Margaret
not just because she is a very high-
quality candidate, but also because
of the central government’s rela-
tionship with the SAR government.

“The central government’s sup-
port towards Margaret is the same
as its support towards Hong Kong. I
hope [the delegation] would see it

in this way.” She admitted Dr
Chan’s race would be a tough one.
“I am very confident in Margaret,
but her campaign is facing difficul-
ties because there are strong con-
tenders in the race, especially 
Japan’s Shigeru Omi. But we still
have a lot of confidence in her.”

Dr Omi, who is the WHO’s West-
ern Pacific regional director, enjoys
strong backing from the Japanese
government for his candidacy. 

Secretary for Health, Welfare
and Food York Chow Yat-ngok said
the central government had invest-
ed “much more resources than us
for Margaret’s candidacy”.

“We merely gave her an office in
our Geneva trade office and gave

her some administrative assistance.
That is all. It is very minimal com-
pared to what governments can
do,” Dr Chow said.

Hong Kong would do the same
thing for “anybody else who is an
outstanding professional who is
able to be nominated to a high 
position under the United Nations
that may be serving other govern-
ments, including our own”, he
added.

Director of Health Lam Ping-yan
said he believed in his former boss. 

“What we are concerned with is
not how good she will be with the
Chinese government, but how ca-
pable she will be in addressing in-
ternational health issues. 

“I’m sure she knows what she
should do, so I have a lot of confi-
dence in her,” said Dr Lam. 

“She is a very sensational per-
son. Sometimes she would shed a
few tears, but then it’s because of
compassion. 

“I’m sure she has the robustness
to stand up to any challenge,” Dr
Lam said. 

On criticism that not enough
was being done to help Dr Chan’s
campaign, medical sector legislator
Kwok Ka-ki said he believed the
mainland and Hong Kong “did not
do less than Japan”.

“The top mainland officials
came out to support her. Our senior
civil servants [did too],” Dr Kwok
said.

“But it is difficult to say what is
enough. She is an ordinary citizen,
but we arranged a senior civil ser-
vant to accompany her in her cam-
paign office.” 

Wu Yi sees a tight WHO race 
Margaret Chan facing strong contenders, says vice-premier

Winnie Yeung in Changsha
and Mary Ann Benitez

Beijing will continue to support
Hong Kong’s bid to maintain its sta-
tus as an international financial,
trading and shipping centre, Vice-
Premier Wu Yi said yesterday
in a “definite promise” to the city. 

Speaking before a meeting with
Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-
kuen and a 100-member Hong
Kong delegation in Changsha ,
Ms Wu praised Hong Kong’s re-
markable economic recovery.

“Hong Kong has overcome all
kinds of difficulties and faced all
kinds of challenges in the past two
years,” she said. “But under the
leadership of the chief executive
and other parties, I’m glad that
Hong Kong’s economy has under-
gone significant recovery.” 

Under the 11th five-year plan,
the mainland would strengthen its
support and co-operation with
Hong Kong in all aspects, she said. 

“We will continue to support
Hong Kong as a financial, trading
and shipping centre to develop its
advantage. This is a definite prom-
ise from the central government.”

Ms Wu said Hong Kong and the
central part of China had very good
prerequisites to co-operate, espe-
cially after the implementation of
the Closer Economic Partnership
Arrangement.

“The rate of Hong Kong busi-
nesses investing in China never
slows down. The development is
still going strong.”

She also urged the delegation to

visit central China more often to
“learn more”.

“I understand you have had a lot
of investment in the east already.
[Investing in the central provinces]

is what I call ‘moving along with the
time’.”

After meeting the vice-premier,
Mr Tsang said he had taken the del-
egation to Changsha because he

wanted to give a pragmatic push to
Hong Kong’s economy. He said
Hong Kong’s advantage was its pro-
fessional services, and abilities in
branding and setting up businesses.

“We want to encourage more
Hong Kong businesses and inves-
tors to go into central China,” he
said. “We should have a wider scope
on the world and always keep our
word to do what we say in order to
keep our leading status in the
world.”

Legislator Vincent Fang Kang, of
the wholesale and retail sector, said
manufacturers in Hong Kong
would seek opportunities to set up
factories in central China instead of
in the Pearl River Delta.

He said a shortage of labour and
electricity in the delta area had be-
come major problems for Hong
Kong-owned factories there. 

“I can see a trend of factories
moving north now,” he said. “Right
now, the logistics costs might still
be higher than in [the delta] area,
but in the long term, I think central
China will have its advantages.”

HSBC executive director Peter
Wong Tung-shun said the bank
would look for opportunities to
open more branches in central
China as there were more Hong
Kong businesses in the area. 

Mr Tsang and the delegation are
due to return to Hong Kong tonight. 

Beijing vows to help keep HK on world stage
Winnie Yeung in Changsha

Donald Tsang meets Vice-Premier Wu Yi yesterday in Changsha, Hunan province. Photo: Chief Executive’s Office
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■ The story “Tsang throws doors open to TV cameras – again”
published on page A2 of the South China Morning Post on
September 23 wrongly identified the younger son of Chief Executive
Donald Tsang Yam-kuen as Andrew. His name is Thomas.

Corrections clarifications

The introduction of a goods and
services tax (GST) would take away
some of the traditional attraction of
Hong Kong’s simple, low-tax sys-
tem to foreign investors, said 
InvestHK director-general Mike
Rowse yesterday.

But he added that the impact
would be “marginal at most”.

Mr Rowse’s remarks made him
the first senior official to spell out a
potential negative effect of the tax.
“It does reduce the impact of that
plus point,” he said.

Later last night, Mr Rowse
attempted to dilute his remarks by
saying that the new tax should be
seen in the context that economies
like Singapore, Australia and the
mainland – which Hong Kong was

usually seen to be in competition
with – all had a GST.

“Given Hong Kong’s many ad-
vantages favoured by foreign inves-
tors and our government’s commit-
ment to continuously improving
the business environment here, we
think Hong Kong’s overall compet-
itiveness will remain strong,” he
said in a statement.

In a nine-month consultation

exercise launched in mid-July, the
public is being consulted on wheth-
er Hong Kong needs to broaden its
tax base by levying a GST. 

Yesterday, critics of GST con-
ducted a poll of buyers and exhibi-
tors at the Jewellery and Watch Fair
at the Convention and Exhibition
Centre to gauge views on the tax.

According to random sampling
of the Coalition Against Sales Tax’s

poll, 75 per cent of the 601 respon-
dents said they opposed a GST. 

The survey also showed that 76
per cent of buyers and exhibitors
polled thought a GST would affect
their intention to buy.

Lawrence Ma Yung-yi, director
of the Coalition Against Sales Tax
and president of the Diamond Fed-
eration of Hong Kong, said the sur-
vey found that introducing a GST

would not only affect the turnover
of the jewellery business and the
sector’s intention to hold exhibi-
tions, it would also affect Hong
Kong’s consumption. The survey
results will be presented to the gov-
ernment.

But a government spokesman
said the impact of introducing a
GST on the trade would be small.

Financial Secretary Henry Tang

Ying-yen told the Federation of
Trade Unions’ GST forum on Mon-
day that families with an annual in-
come of HK$100,000 could apply for
a HK$2,000 yearly subsidy. But fed-
eration chairman Wong Kwok-kin
said they would not change their
opposition to a GST because no
new points had been raised. 

■ Ticking time bomb – A15

GST could see city lose some of its shine overseas, says InvestHK chief
Dennis Eng and Denise Hung

Hong Kong attracted HK$58.52 bil-
lion in foreign direct investment in
the second quarter of this year,
about half of the first quarter’s
HK$102.62 billion and down 4.56
per cent from a year ago, the gov-
ernment said.

However, over the first six
months, direct investment inflows
rose 4.19 per cent year on year to
HK$161.14 billion from HK$154.66
billion.

“I wouldn’t have been surprised
if the numbers dropped in the first
half” after a staggering HK$279.25
billion of foreign direct investment
was recorded last year,” Invest
Hong Kong director-general Mike
Rowse said.

He declined to speculate on the
second-half performance and said
direct investment numbers tended
to be volatile. Over the past four
quarters, foreign direct investment
in Hong Kong has fluctuated be-
tween HK$53.69 billion and
HK$102.62 billion, while Hong
Kong’s investments abroad have
ranged between HK$19.34 billion to
HK$88.44 billion.

The slight increase in first-half
direct investment inflows comes as
the government reported a 1.3 per
cent rise year on year in the number
of international companies with
offices in Hong Kong. As of June 1,
there were 6,354 regional and local

offices located in Hong Kong and
representing overseas companies.
That was 82 more than the 6,272
offices recorded last year.

Describing the result as “not
spectacular but solid”, Mr Rowse
said the number of regional head-
quarters increased the most, up 5.2
per cent, or 61 offices, to 1,228 this
year. This was slightly offset by re-
gional offices, which saw a drop of
0.5 per cent to 2,617 from 2,631.

There was an increase of 35 local
offices, or 1.4 per cent, year on year
to 2,509.

Mr Rowse played down the re-
sults and pointed out that some
minor fine-tuning this year in how
the government defines and differ-
entiates among the three types of
offices might have affected the re-
sults. Regional headquarters man-
age offices in Asia while regional
offices co-ordinate regional opera-
tions. Local offices only oversee
business in Hong Kong.

According to the latest annual
survey of these regional and local
offices, conducted by the Census
and Statistics Department, regional
headquarters and offices represent-
ing US companies number the
most at 295 and 594 respectively,
followed by Japan, the UK and the
mainland, which has 112 and 156,
respectively. However, the main-
land has the most local offices at
449.

There was little change in the
reasons overseas companies cited
for locating their offices here. A low
and simple tax system was the top
factor among both regional and lo-
cal offices. Of the companies polled,
71per cent of regional headquarters
and offices and 70 per cent of local
offices regard the tax regime as a
favourable factor for Hong Kong.

The survey this year had a 99 per
cent response rate, senior statisti-
cian Frank Fong Foo-ki said.

HK loses allure for
foreign investors
Figures show a decline of almost 50pc in second quarter 
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Dennis Eng

Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-
kuen repeatedly suggested Hunan

companies list on the Hong
Kong stock market as he ended a
three-day tour to Changsha in
Hunan province yesterday.

He said although it was too soon
to say whether the trip – on which
he headed a 100-member delega-
tion of businessmen and profes-
sionals from Hong Kong – had
achieved any results, he knew some
delegates had already found poten-
tial business partners in Hunan. 

He also believed the delegation
had gained a better understanding
of central China. Mr Tsang and the
delegates returned last night.

They visited leading construc-
tion vehicle manufacturer Sany
Heavy Industry yesterday, where
Mr Tsang asked chairman Liang
Wengen whether he would raise
funds and list in Hong Kong.

One-third of cement trucks in
Hong Kong are made by Sany, and
the company’s truck-mounted con-
crete pump was used during con-
struction of Two IFC in Central.

“We are already listed on the
Shanghai stock market but we’re in-
terested in [listing in Hong Kong],”
Mr Liang said. “In fact, we’re deal-
ing with some paperwork now.”

Earlier yesterday, Mr Tsang vis-
ited Broad Air Conditioning and
asked chairman Zhang Yue whether
he too would raise funds and list on
the Hong Kong stock market.

Mr Zhang said investing in de-
veloped cities like Hong Kong
would cost a lot of money.

Although they visited Changsha
for just three days, some delegates
had already found business oppor-
tunities in Hunan and had targeted
certain companies, Mr Tsang said.

“Some others are now actively
considering investing in Hunan,”

he said, adding that the govern-
ment would help businesses in
Hong Kong invest on the mainland.

Vice-Premier Wu Yi , Mr
Tsang and Macau Chief Executive
Edmund Ho Hau-wah took part in
the Central China Business Summit
at Expo Central China 2006 yester-
day morning.

Expo Central China is the first
trade fair for six central provinces
where they can to promote their
businesses. 

Ms Wu said developing central
China had been a long-term goal for
the mainland authorities. She urged
the six provinces to seize the oppor-
tunities and turn their abundant
natural resources into manufactur-
ing power, but said they should also
adhere to the laws.

Mr Tsang took questions for the
first time yesterday on former chief
secretary Anson Chan Fang On-
san’s announcement last week that
she would not run in next year’s
chief executive election. 

“I think Mrs Chan’s decision is a
personal one and I think we need to
respect her decision,” he said. “But I
believe it is not suitable for me to
respond to it in the capacity of the
chief executive.”

■ Observer – A14

Donald Tsang manoeuvres a remote control construction vehicle yesterday at Sany Heavy Industry in Changsha, Hunan. Photo: Winnie Yeung

Hunan firms encouraged to list in HK
Winnie Yeung in Changsha

The biggest challenge to public
health is overcoming complacency
arising from “bird flu fatigue”, a
health official says.

Centre for Health Protection
consultant Thomas Tsang Ho-fai
yesterday said public alertness had
to be maintained although a pan-
demic had not broken out despite
repeated warnings that it could.

“That is precisely the biggest
challenge for public health people
like us,” Dr Tsang said, ahead of a
flu preparedness drill in the city to-
day.

“Bird flu is intrinsically unpre-
dictable. The risk is going to stay
with us but when it will transform
itself into pandemic flu no one can
really tell. The World Health Organ-
isation has been giving us a warning
for two or three years now,” he said.

Dr Tsang, who attended last
week’s WHO western Pacific re-
gional committee conference in
Auckland, New Zealand, said the
risk of pandemic flu was still “very
much with us in this region” be-
cause of the outbreaks of H5N1 flu
in many countries.

“For Hong Kong, we have to be

alert as always because of the risk of
importation of migratory birds, and
so on,” Dr Tsang said.

He said the risk was highest from
November to February.

“At this point in time there is no
indication that the virus is getting to
be very efficiently transmitted,” he
said.

The alert would persist for one to
two more years, he added.

Dr Tsang said Hong Kong’s stock
of the Tamiflu anti-viral medicine
had reached 13 million tablets and
the city was about nine months
away from reaching its target sup-
ply of 20 million tablets.

About 100 members of the
Health, Welfare and Food Bureau,
the Department of Health, the Hos-
pital Authority and Fire Services
Department will take part in today’s
Operation Cypress at Princess Mar-
garet and Queen Elizabeth hospi-
tals.

Meanwhile in Geneva, the first
meeting of the Ad Hoc Influenza
Pandemic Task Force, was held on
Monday.

The task force will advise the
WHO on the increase in the phases
of a pandemic alert and the declara-
tion of a flu pandemic. 

‘Bird flu fatigue’ the
big health challenge
Mary Ann Benitez 
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